
ARTICLE IN PRESS
+Model

MEDINE-502204; No. of Pages 2

Medicina Intensiva xxx (xxxx) 502204

http://www.medintensiva.org/en/

IMAGES IN INTENSIVE MEDICINE

Effect  of respiratory physiotherapy  in  a patient with

complete atelectasis  of  the left lung

Efecto  de  la  fisioterapia  respiratoria  en un  paciente  con  atelectasia
completa  del  pulmón  izquierdo

Ramón Pérez-Gil a,∗,  Gonzalo Ballesteros-Reviriegob

a Physiotherapy  and  Rehabilitation  Department,  Universitary  Poniente  Hospital,  El  Ejido,  Almería,  Spain
b Physiotherapy  and Occupational  Therapy  Unit,  Rehabilitation  Department,  Vall d’Hebron  Hospital  Universitari,  Vall d’Hebron

Barcelona Hospital  Campus,  Barcelona,  Spain

Figure  1

DOI of original article: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.medin.2025.502204
∗ Corresponding author.

E-mail address: ramon.gador@me.com (R. Pérez-Gil).

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.medine.2025.502204

2173-5727/© 2025 Published by  Elsevier España, S.L.U.

Please  cite  this article  as:  R. Pérez-Gil  and G.  Ballesteros-Reviriego,  Effect  of  respiratory  physiotherapy  in a patient  with
complete  atelectasis  of  the left  lung,  Medicina  Intensiva,  https://doi.org/10.1016/j.medine.2025.502204

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.medine.2025.502204
http://www.medintensiva.org/en/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.medin.2025.502204
mailto:ramon.gador@me.com
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.medine.2025.502204
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.medine.2025.502204


ARTICLE IN PRESS
+Model

MEDINE-502204; No. of  Pages 2

R.  Pérez-Gil  and G.  Ballesteros-Reviriego

Figure  2

Our  patient  experienced  clinical  stagnation  for  5 days  due  to  complete  atelectasis  of  the left  lung.  Non-invasive  ventilation
was  alternated  with  high  flow  nasal  cannula  to  maintain  saturations  at 90%.  On the sixth  day of clinical  stagnation,  the
first  respiratory  physiotherapy  intervention  was  performed.  A pre-  and  post-radiological  assessment  was  carried  out.  The
recruitment  of  the  left lung  was  clearly  observed  improving  not  only  the  radiological  control  but  also  the  patient’s  symptoms
and  gasometric  control,  achieving  PaO2/FiO2  values  >  300  within  24  h. The  respiratory  physiotherapist’s  intervention  had  a
significant  impact  on  the patient’s  health,  achieving  the predefined  goals  prior  to  the session.  Following  clinical  improvement,
the  patient  was  able  to  be  transferred  to  their  reference  hospital  within  the next  48  h, shortening  their  stay  in the  ICU
(Figs.  1  and  2).
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