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Bilateral pseudo-pneumothorax  secondary to skin  fold:

Diagnostic usefulness  of thoracic ultrasound�
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Figure  1

This  is  the  case  of an 86-year-old  man admitted  to  our  unit
after  emergency  percutaneous  coronary  intervention  due
to  anterior  ST-segment  elevation  acute  myocardial  infarc-
tion  with  implantation  of 2  drug-eluting  stents  into  the LAD
and  first  diagonal  branch.  Upon  admission  the situation  of
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the  patient  remains  hemodynamically  and respiratory  sta-
ble  with  93%  oxygen  saturation  on  pulse  oximetry  without
oxygen  supply.  A thoracic  x-ray  (Rx)  is  performed  in the
supine  position  that  reveals  the presence  of 2 lines  sugges-
tive  of  bilateral  pneumothorax  (Fig.  1,  arrows)  that  cannot
be  seen  in  the upper  lobes (Fig.  1,  arrowheads).  To  rule  out
the  presence  of  bilateral  pneumothorax,  a  bilateral  thoracic

ultrasound  is  performed  that  reveals  the  presence  of  pleu-
ral  «sliding»  on the  imaging  in M-mode  or  «seashore  sign»

(Fig.  2). In an Rx  performed  afterwards  while  in the  semi-
sitting  position,  only  a  small right  baseline  line  can  be  seen
(Fig.  3), and  diagnosis  of false  bilateral  skin  fold  pneumoth-
orax  is  achieved.
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